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Tour de France 2010






July 19 - 26

The Olympic Games, World Cup Soccer and the Tour de France are the world’s largest sporting events. The  most colorful of these, the Tour, is witnessed live by some 30 million spectators and on TV in 120 countries, is comprised of two parts: the race itself and the controversies surrounding it and the participants. 

This year’s edition of the Tour featuring the mountains. Yes, the mountains are always the focus of the Tour and most often decide the outcome. However, this year is the 100th anniversary of the addition of the mountains to the parcours. And, It’s not just any mountains, it’s the Pyrenees, a wild, rugged range dividing Spain and France.. 

The final week of this year’s Tour promises to be packed with action including two assents of the dramatic Col du Tourmalet with the second assent concluding Stage 17 at its summit. We’ll be there to be part of the action and color surrounding this final week. After years of organizing tours to Le Tour, we’ve devised a formula, which allows us to ride on quiet roads, join the throngs cheering on the riders and be the recipients of cheers as we climb to the top ahead of the peleton on race day. Our experience and connections to the world of professional cycling allow us to get up close for a behind the scenes look at how the teams operate. Along the way we’ll enjoy hotels chosen for their charm and/or location and we’ll fuel up on the cuisine only France can offer, including local specialties and wines.

July 19
Afternoon arrival at Biarritz Airport or TGV high-speed train station and transfer to our hotel for four nights, Le Bon Coin, located in the foothills of the Pyrenees a short distance from Pau and many of the major cols. After assembling bikes we’ll take a ride the Col d’Ichere a short distance from the hotel and a real welcome to the scenic ”Pyrenean landscape.” Following the ride, we’ll enjoy a welcome cocktail, check on the results of Stage 15 finishing in ski and spa resort, Bagneres-de-Luchon, and enjoy dinner prepared by well known chef, Thierry Lassalla and his staff.. 

July 20
We’ll head to Pau and the finish of today’s mega stage which includes the Cols de Pyresourde, d’Aspin, Tourmalet and Aubisque. Along the way will pedal on very small roads through “lost in time” rural villages of the Pyrenees foothills. Returning to our hotel we’ll enjoy another of the local favorites presented by our chef.

July 21
A rest day for the peleton but not for us as we return to Pau and the team hotels where we can see the riders depart for their rest day two hour spin-out before heading for lunch at a bicycle museum / hotel restaurant near religious center of Lourdes. We’ll ride the cycle piste up the valley of the Luz and can either try the ascent of Luz Ardiden or the monster Tourmalet.

July 22
“High drama in high places” will headline the day as climbing to the stage finish at the summit of the Col du Tourmalet will more than likely decide the final outcome in Paris. Leaving our hotel, we’ll turn left twice, join the days stage route and climb the Col du Marie Blanc which will be a challenging wake- up as the last three kilometers average 12%. After pausing at the top for photos we’ll descend on the course then continue on a small road which leads to the Col du Soulor. Those with strong legs can continue toward the Tourmalet to challenge the monster climb all along being cheered by the growing crowds but you’ll need to be fast as the peleton will be chasing you. 

July 23
Leaving the Pyrenees we’ll transfer to Bordeaux, wine capital of France and perhaps the world. We’re in for a treat as we’ll preview tomorrow’s time trial course which runs through the Medoc to Pauillac passing some of the world’s most famous vineyards such as Margaux and ending near the Rothchilds estates. In Bordeaux we’ll stay at the hip, ultra modern hotel Seekoo, an architectural marvel in the newly renovated shipping dock section of Bordeaux. The city saw an amazing renovation over past seven years and is now designated a Unesco World Heritage Site. Wine? We’ll find time to visit the Cite du Vin just near the hotel and try a few examples of the local production which includes many of the world’s best .

July 24
We’ll head for the start of the only long individual time trial in this year’s Tour. If the race is close, this stage could decide the outcome. The morning will offer a chance to view close up the caravan and all the floats and people who have worked and partied their way around France for the past three weeks. The contenders go in reverse order of their current placement in the race so the real battle begins late in the day. Shopping or a trip to the market or museums are available options. The hotel has town bikes and bike lanes or the tram (trolley) run just in front so we can easily get around urban style. We’ll dine at nearby La Tupina, the most typical Southwest restaurant in Bordeaux run by famous Chef Jean Pierre XIRADAK          

July 2
5
Our location near the TGV train station allows us to take an early morning TGV (high speed train) to Paris, arriving in time for lrunch and well ahead of the peleton. Our hotel is walking distance to the finishing circuit on perhaps the world’s most famous street, the Champs Elysees. The real conclusion of the Tour, however, takes place in the street right next to our hotel as the team cars and trucks crowd the lanes between the two large hotels which host the Tour teams. Plenty of swag available here, along with close-ups of the riders. Our Tour concludes with a celebration dinner and awards ceremony and a night on the town in the City of Lights. 

What’s Included

All hotels, breakfasts, great dinners, one picnic, welcome cocktail and awards banquet; Tips and gratuities at hotels and restaurants; Detailed route notes and maps, multi-lingual Tour savy experienced guides, LeMond road bikes as needed or bring your own, one picnic/lunch, mechanical repair, energy snacks and drinks and much fun! 

What’s Not
Airfare, transportation to the pick up location and return, alcohol (we use a wine kitty system), personal items and charges at hotels, mini-bar and lunches.

Team Outfits and Equipment We’ll have our own fashionable team jerseys and some special gear to distinguish us on the route. 

Tour Highlights

An inside look at the Tour de France with knowledgeable tour guides. Spectacular scenery of the French Pyrenees; Ride on the actual stage route cheered on by picnicking local families and fans from around the world.
Cost
  $3,995 pp double occupancy, single supplement  $650. This pricing is based on the current exchange rate of 1 Euro = $1.50. An adjustment maybe required in the event the $US moves lower or a small number of participants than ten join the tour. Deposit required $1500. 

Hotels

Chosen for location, ambience, views and level of service, the hotels on this tour offer access and facilities for groups with bicycles at this busy time of the year..


Au Bon Coin, Lurbe St. Christau  In the foothills of the Pyrenees known for 
its quality regional cooking of Chef Theirry Lasalla, has a swimming pool.


Hotel Seekoo, Bordeaux  Iconic architectural feature of a vibrant 
renovated neighborhood formerly shipping docks of the port of Bordeaux.


Concorde La Fayette  In the center of all the action in Paris.

Travel Tip

Fly to Paris and connect to Biarritz as one itinerary and Return from Paris. It may be cheaper to buy a roundtrip to Biarritz. Our very experienced travel agent, Jan Strauch, at Overland and Express in Edwards/Vail is very helpful 800-395-8245.

Options

Paris Additional Nights 
Take advantage of our group rates and stay an additional night or two in Paris or fly your spouse/friend over for the Tour finish celebration. Most departing flights are full on the Monday after the Tour concludes, so if you’re on a tight return schedule book early. Downside, most museums are closed on Monday.
